


What is it?

A 2-minute pitch session where ACE²-EU researchers present their research, connect with peers, 
and explore collaboration opportunities.

Session Details:
•Duration: 30 minutes per session

•Goal: Facilitate networking, discover common research interests, and identify potential project 
partners.

Let’s spark new collaborations!

Virtual Coffee

Pitch Session 2 for ACE²-EU Researchers



Dr.rer.nat. Olivia Kada, FH-Prof.

o.kada@fh-kaernten.at 

BIO: Olivia Kada, Dr.rer.nat, psychologist, is professor (FH-Prof.), senior Researcher and lecturer
at the CUAS, Department of Health Sciences and SocialWork (currently parental part-time), and
external lecturer at the Institute of Psychogerontology (IPG), Friedrich-Alexander-Universität
Erlangen-Nuremberg (2017 – 2021). Her research focuses on optimization of nursing home care
(CO-Pi and PI of several projects funded by the Office of the Carinthian Government), technology
and ageing (PI and key researcher of several projects funded by the BMK in the program benefit),
retention of the ageing nursing workforce; methodologically her emphasis is on mixed methods
research designs. She received several awards for her research, e.g., the Theo und Friedl
Schöller Prize 2016, Nuremberg, the Ignatius Nascher Prize of the City of Vienna for Geriatrics,
and the Carinthian Culture Prize in the Category “Humanities and Social Sciences” 2019, and is
the first author of more than 20 peer-reviewed papers and co-editor of several textbooks (h-
index: 8, i10-index: 7).

Key words: Retention of the ageing nursing workforce (focus on lifespan developmental
perspective), successful ageing and AAL, of Optimization of nursing home care, evaluation
research (mixed methods), enquiry-based learning (e.g. artificial intelligence (AI) in qualitative
research)



BIO:

Key words: Plant conservation and genetic diversity

Gitana Vyčienė

gitana.vyciene@lik.tech



BIO: Dr. Rosita Norvaišienė, assoc. professor at Lietuvos Inzinerijos Kolegija HEI.
Main scientific area of research: sustainable construction, calculation of energy
efficiency of buildings, research on local materials, manufactured with low energy
consumption, performance evaluation of thermal-insulation materials and
systems. Qualified expert for energy performance certification of buildings. Member
of the Editorial Committee of the Journal “Engineering andEducational Technology”
(ISSN 2029-9303).
https://orcid.org/0000-0001-9941-5350
Scopus Author ID: 56473597700
SciProfiles: 1151036

Key words: energy efficiency of buildings, energy performance certification,
External Thermal InsulationComposite System (ETICS)

Assoc. Prof. Rosita Norvaišienė

rosita.norvaisiene@lik.tech



BIO: Rahel M. Schomaker completed a PhD in Economic Policy, and a Habilitation in
Economics and Public Administration. Currently she is a professors for economics and
public administration at CUAS Villach, an adjunct professor at the German University of
Administrative Sciences Speyer as well as a senior fellow at the German Research
Institute for Public Administration. She was involved in a multitude of research projects
funded e.g. under the EU Horizon-2020 program, her work has appeared in leading
Public Administration and Economics outlets, and she serves as a senior advisor for
administrative reformfor theOECD, the EUanddifferent national governments

Key words: Intuitions, administrative change, formal and informal public sector
networks, crisis governance, European integration, trust

Prof. Rahel M. Schomaker

R.Schomaker@fh-kaernten.at



BIO: Prof. Dr. Andreas Riener is an enthusiastic computer scientist with extensive experience in User Experience
Design (UXD), Human-Computer Interaction (HCI), and Ergonomics, focusing on future mobility applications
including automated shuttle buses and urban air mobility. As the founder and team lead of the interdisciplinary
Human-Computer Interaction Group (HCIG) at Technische Hochschule Ingolstadt (THI), Andreas oversees a team
of approximately 20 PhD students, postdocs, and technical staff.

Andreas Riener is a dedicated lecturer in UXD,HCI, andComputer Science, recognized for excellence in education,
having received theOutstanding Teaching Award from theBavarian State Ministry of Education andCultural Affairs
in 2018. Prof. Riener has served as the program leader for theUXD programs at THI, managingboth undergraduate
(2015-2023) and graduate (since 2020) programs. Committed to supporting the scientific community, Andreas
Riener is an elected member of the DFG Review Board for the 2024-2028 term, contributes to the ACM
AutomotiveUI and Mensch & Computer conference series, and serves as chair of the ACM SIGCHI German
Chapter. Andreas Riener is alsoa founding memberof theethics committee for Bavaria’s universitiesGEHBa.

With a proven record in collaborative research, Andreas Riener has secured over €6million in funding for industrial
andgovernmental projects over the last 7 years. He hasauthored or contributed tomore than400publications.

Key words: Hypotheses-driven (quasi-)experimental research, Usability studies and user experience (UX)
evaluation, Driver-vehicle interaction (with focus on automated driving), Augmented/virtual/mixed reality (AR/VR)
applications, Adaptive UI/UX, cooperative interfaces, Driver state estimation (emotions, situation awareness,
fatigue, etc.), Interaction concepts for “mobility of the future” (AVs, SAVs, etc.), Urban air mobility (UAM):
Passenger drones/eVTOLs, General human-computer interaction incl. XAI

Prof. Dr. Andreas Riener

andreas.riener@thi.de

https://orcid.org/0000-0002-9174-8895

https://scholar.google.com/citations?user=KOtuY20AAAAJ

https://www.linkedin.com/in/andreas-riener-19233710/

mailto:andreas.riener@thi.de
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-9174-8895
https://scholar.google.com/citations?user=KOtuY20AAAAJ
https://www.linkedin.com/in/andreas-riener-19233710/


BIO: I am Computer scientist working at CUAS since nine years as professor for
industrial management. This is related to my25 previous work in the industry in the field
of digitalization projects.
At CUAS I am leading a project group about agile virtual production systems in
conjunction with additive manufacturing. Also involved in this project is a fablab where
weare also performing workshops for schools.

Key words: computer science, industrial management, digitalization projects, agile
virtual production systems, additive manufacturing

Prof. Roland Willmann

R.Willmann@fh-kaernten.at



BIO: FH-Prof. Dipl.-Betrw. (FH) Stefan Nungesser is a professor and program
director for hotel management at the Carinthia University of Applied Sciences. His
areas of expertise include strategic and operational hotel and gastronomy
management, hotel marketing and sales, employee and service quality in the hotel
and gastronomy industry, as well as sustainability and human resources
management in tourism.

Key words: Hotel Management, Tourism, Marketing, Service Quality, Sustainable
Tourism

FH-Prof. Dipl.-Betrw. (FH) Stefan 
Nungesser

S.Nungesser@fh-kaernten.at



BIO: Besides being French language and culture lecturer and ACE2EU WP6 values
subgroup coordinator at our institution, I’m also a PhD student at the Latvian Academy
of Culture and a research assistant at the LAC Institute of Arts and Cultural Studies. My
research interesents (as well as my thesis) are related to intercultural communication
at its broader sense and to the contemporary circus. I’m also interested in any projects
concerning foreign language teaching/learning (especially, intercultural aspects) and
internationalization in higher education setting

Key words: interculturality, intercultural communication and encounters,
contemporary circus, social circus, arts activism, internationalization in universities,
foreign language teaching/learning

Signe Bahšteina

signe.bahsteina@lka.edu.lv



BIO: Mario Kapl is Professor for Technical Mathematics at the Department of
Engineering & IT at the Carinthia University of Applied Sciences (CUAS). He has a
habilitation in Mathematics and a Ph.D. in Technical Mathematics from the
Johannes Kepler University of Linz. His research interests include isogeometric
analysis, geometric modeling as well as numerical methods for partial differential
equations.

Key words: Isogeometric analysis, high order PDE, multi-patch domain, smooth
spline space, geometric continuity

Prof. Mario Kapl

M.Kapl@fh-kaernten.at



BIO: Laura Brutāne is a graduate of the bachelor’s programme “Sociology and
Management of Culture” of the Latvian Academy of Culture (LAC) (2021), graduate of
the "Sociology" master's programme of the University of Latvia (2023) and is currently
studying in an academic doctoral study programme "Arts" of the LAC. Laura is actively
involved in the development of academic and applied research projects at the LAC
Institute of Arts and Cultural Studies,which includes issues related to cultural
participation, connections between culture and youth, well-being and social inclusion.

Key words: cultural practices, youth participation, sustainable engagement,
meaningful engagement, culture andwell-being

Laura Brutāne

laura.brutane@lka.edu.lv

ORCID number: https://orcid.org/0009-0000-1996-8191

mailto:laura.brutane@lka.edu.lv


BIO: Emmanuel Oluwasogo received his Ph.D. in Energy Engineering with a focus in
Power Electronics from the Kyungpook National University, South Korea, in 2023,
followed by a brief Postdoctoral Fellowship at the Microgrid Research Centre,
Daegu, South Korea.
He is currently a Senior Researcher at the Department of Industrial Power
Electronics at Carinthia University of Applied Sciences, Austria. His research
contributions have been published in peer—reviewed journals and presented at
international conferences.

Key words: Design of High-Frequency Power Electronic Converters, Modeling and
Control of Power Electronic Systems, DC Microgrid, Electrical Energy Storage, and
Renewable Energy

Dr. Emmanuel S. Oluwasogo

e.oluwasogo@fh-kaernten.at



BIO: I hold a PhD in Political Science - International Relations from the National
University of Political Science and Public Administration (SNSPA), with a thesis
regarding the effects of hegemony from the perspective of a small power, Romania in
the 20th century, with focus on Romanian political elites' behaviour, which, in 2024
became a book published at an academic publishing house. At UCB, I am teaching
seminaries regarding Political Science, Political Ideologies, History of International
Relations, Introduction in International Relationsetc.

Key words: International Relations Theory, Hegemony in international relations, small
powers in world politics, alliance theory

Adrian Eugen Preda, PhD

preda_adrian_eugen@yahoo.com



BIO: Researcher Elīna Vikmane, PhD holds doctoral degree (Ph.D.) by defending her dissertation
titled "Advancing Cybermuseology: Digital Innovation Diffusion in Latvia’s Museum Sector." She is
the recipient of the "Emerging Scholar Award 2021" from the Inclusive Museum Network, the Aina
Birnitis Dissertation-Completion Fellowship 2023 (USA) and recipient of "Outstanding
Acceleration in Scientific Achievement 2023" Award from LAC. Main interests include: digital
heritage, museum studies, cybermuseology, eye movements, slow looking.
Digital Museum Experience through Gen Z Eyes – This is a multidisciplinary project that involves
collaboration with vision scientists and employs eye-tracking methodologies. I would be
particularly interested in networking with researchers from natural sciences, vision science, or
other disciplines that utilize eye-tracking in their research (e.g., ICT,marketing).
Digital Heritage Reuse Mediated by Digital Platforms – In this project, I aim to explore how digital
platforms facilitate the reuse of digital heritage. I would be happy to engage with potential partners
to exchange experiences, discuss ideas, and explore dissemination opportunities, particularly
with researchersworking in digital heritage or digital platform studies.

Key words: Digital Museum Experience, Eye-Tracking, Digital Heritage Reuse, Digital Platforms,
Interdisciplinary Collaboration

Elina Vikmane, PhD

elina.vikmane@gmail.com

ORCID: 0000-0001-5266-8529
https://www.researchgate.net/profile/Elina-
Vikmane

mailto:elina.vikmane@gmail.com


BIO: Senior Researcher und lecturer at CUAS. Initialising and structuring research in
the department of architecture. Accompanying local cities and the county on
decarbonization issues.

Key words: pioneering paradigma shift, construction sector, climate & environmental
action, renovationoverdemolishment, affordable housing

Mag.arch. Stefan Breuer

S.Breuer@fh-kaernten.at

ORCID iD: 0009-0008-9340-0949
linkedin: www.linkedin.com/in/stefan-breuer-
2647552a9



BIO: I have a strong background in medical imaging, specializing in diagnostic
ultrasound and radiologic technology. With a Master’s degree in Sonography and a
Bachelor’s in Biosciences as well as the Radiologic Technology Academy degree , I
combine technical expertise with a deep understanding of human biology. I am
actively involved in research, contributing to PEREZOSO, an interdisciplinary
research group on joint arthrosis (since 2021), and DivInKo*RT, a research group
focusing on diversity-inclusive communication in the professional everyday life of
radiologic technologists (since 2024). Passionate about education and innovation, I
engage in teaching and knowledge exchange in ultrasound diagnostics.

Key words: sonography, biology/ ecology and diversity (inclusive communication
with patients)

Viktoria Scariano BSc MSc

V.Scariano@fh-kaernten.at



BIO: I am Jovan Spasovski, a sixth-year general medicine student at Goce Delčev
University in Štip, Macedonia. My research interests include mental health, psychiatry,
public health, preventive medicine, and healthcare policy. I am passionate about
integrating medical knowledge with evidence-based approaches to improve patient
outcomes andcommunity well-being.

Key words: Mental health, Psychiatry, Public health, Preventive medicine, Healthcare
policy

Jovan Spasovski

jovanspasovski211@yahoo.com



BIO: Studied Civil Engineering at CUAS, graduated with a Master's degree. Senior
Researcher at the CUAS and deputy head of the Department of Building Materials
Technology and the CUAS Construction Laboratory. Member of the research group
CoNNa - Construction Needs Nature and the research centre I.C.E.B. -
Interdisciplinary ResearchCentre for Ecosystem Services andBiodiversity.

Key words: Sustainable development of building materials, nature conservation in
construction, strengthening and renovating instead of demolishing and building
new, modern timber construction

DI Sandra Ofner

S.Ofner@fh-kaernten.at



BIO: Dipl. Psych. Andrea Stitzel, PhD cand., Senior Researcher at CUAS since 2007
with main research focus in the last 5 years on climate change andhealth; experience in
Erasmus+, CBHE andHorizon projects.

Key words: planetary health, climate-health literacy

Dipl. Psych. Andrea Stitzel

A.Stitzel@fh-kaernten.at
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