
North
Macedonia

Info Pack



Skopje



Ohrid



In
tr
od

uc
ti
on

Welcome to Štip, North
Macedonia – your home during
this mobility experience! 
Nestled in the heart of the
Balkans, North Macedonia is a
vibrant and culturally rich
country, known for its warm
hospitality, ancient heritage,
and stunning natural beauty.
Štip, one of its oldest towns, is
a dynamic university city with a
youthful spirit, lively student
culture, and deep historical
roots. As a center for education,
art, and tradition, Štip offers a
perfect mix of academic focus,
cultural exploration, and
personal growth for all
international visitors.



Transportation
How to Get from Skopje to Štip
Štip is located about 90 km southeast of Skopje, and it’s easily accessible
by bus, car, or private transfer.
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Recommended Arrival:
Most international students and visitors fly
into Skopje International Airport. It offers
direct flights from major European cities

(Vienna, Istanbul, Zurich, etc.). From Skopje,
you can take a bus, shuttle, or arrange a

transfer to Štip (1.5–2 hours drive).
LINK: https://skp.airports.com.mk/

Transportation to North Macedonia
(by Plane)

Nearest Airports:
Skopje International Airport (SKP): ~90 km
from Štip
Prishtina International Airport "Adem
Jashari"(PRN): ~171 km from Štip
Sofia Airport (SOF), Bulgaria: ~170 km from
Štip
Thessaloniki Airport (SKG), Greece: ~200 km
from Štip

Airport Transfers:
Private taxi or transfer: ~40–60 EUR, ~ 40

minutes
Shuttle services or ride-sharing: Available by

request or via apps
Bus from Skopje Central Station to Štip: ~2.5

hours, several departures daily
Airport Transfer:

https://skp.airports.com.mk/en-
EN/passenger-guide/to-from-the-airport
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🚍 Option 1: By Bus (Most common and affordable)

Departure Point: Skopje Central Bus Station (next to the
railway station)

Destination: Štip Bus Station (near the city center)
Duration: ~1 hour 45 minutes

Frequency: Every 1–2 hours (more frequent in the morning
and afternoon)

Ticket Price: ~300–450 MKD (€4–5), one-way
How to Buy Tickets: At the bus station ticket counter or

directly from the driver (cash only)
💡 Tip: Ask for the "Štip" platform at the station; signs

may be in Macedonian Cyrillic (Штип)
Skopje Bus Station: http://m.sas.com.mk/en/Default.aspx

🚖 Option 2: By Taxi /
Private Transfer
Travel Time: ~1.5 hours
Cost: ~3,000–4,000 MKD
(€50–65)
Best For: Groups or late
arrivals
How to Book: Taxi at the
airport or pre-booked via
platforms like Welcome
Pickups, iTaxi Macedonia, or
your hotel/university
contact

🚗 Option 3: By Car
Route: Take the A1
(E75) highway south
from Skopje → Exit
toward Štip via regional
road R1308
Drive Time: ~1 hour 20
minutes
Rental Cars: Available at
Skopje International
Airport or in the city



Štip



Accomodation
Accommodation in Štip
Štip is a small city, so accommodations are centrally located
and affordable. Recommended hotels and guesthouses:



Hotel Park Štip

Štip, North Macedonia
A modern 4-star hotel offering a fitness
center, spa, restaurant, and free Wi-Fi.
Guests appreciate its central location

and secure underground parking. 

Urbanista Hotel & Bar

Štip, North Macedonia
A stylish 4-star hotel featuring a

terrace, free private parking, a
restaurant, and a bar. Known for its
excellent hospitality and breakfast. 

Oaza Hotel

Štip, North Macedonia
A hotel with a seasonal outdoor

swimming pool, free private parking, a
restaurant, and a bar. Guests note its
recent renovations and new facilities. 

Hotel Necko

Štip, North Macedonia
A guest house offering a restaurant and

free Wi-Fi. Guests rave about the
exceptional breakfast and the

cleanliness of the rooms.H
ot
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https://www.google.com/maps/search/Hotel+Park+%C5%A0tip%2C+%C5%A0tip%2C+North+Macedonia?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.google.com/maps/search/Urbanista+Hotel+%26+Bar%2C+%C5%A0tip%2C+North+Macedonia?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.google.com/maps/search/Oaza+Hotel%2C+%C5%A0tip%2C+North+Macedonia?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.google.com/maps/search/Hotel+Necko%2C+%C5%A0tip%2C+North+Macedonia?utm_source=chatgpt.com
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Guesthouses / Apartments
(Airbnb & Booking):

Numerous options within
walking distance of the
university
Prices range from €20 to €50
per night

Note: Early booking is
recommended, especially for
groups or during events.



Weather &
Climate in Štip
Štip has a continental climate, with hot summers and cold winters:

Season Average
Temperatures

Conditions

Spring (Mar–May) 10–22°C Mild, sunny, some
rainfall

Summer (Jun–Aug) 25–35°C Hot, dry, lots of
sunshine

Autumn (Sep–Nov) 10–25°C Warm start, cooler by
November

Winter (Dec–Feb) 0–10°C Cold, occasional snow,
dry winds



Currency: The local currency is the Macedonian Denar
(MKD).
Where to exchange money:

Use official exchange offices (menuvacnica) or
banks. Avoid street exchangers to prevent scams.
ATMs are widely available in Štip for easy cash
withdrawals.

Cards: Visa and Mastercard are accepted in many
places but not everywhere, so don’t rely solely on
cards.

Money and
Payments



Culture and Things
to Do in Štip

Štip is a charming town with rich history, local
traditions, and beautiful surroundings. Here are

some top activities and cultural highlights:



Historical & Cultural Sites:
Isar Fortress – Offers stunning views
over the town
Bezisten (Old Bazaar) – Historic
market area with Ottoman influence
Church of Saint Nicholas – 19th-
century Orthodox church
Museum of Štip – Local history and
archaeological exhibits

Local Experiences:
Štip Pastrmajlija – Try the local
delicacy (savory meat pie)
River Walks – Along the Bregalnica
River, popular for relaxing and
socializing

Day Trips:
Kuklica (Stone Dolls) – Unique
natural rock formations (~10 km)
Lesnovo Monastery – A serene and
historic Orthodox monastery nearby
Berovo or Lake Kozjak – Great for
hiking or nature trips
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Kuklica (Stone
Dolls)



Lesnovo
Monastery 



Berovo Lake



Isar Fortress & Medieval Churches

Climb Isar hill to explore the fortress
ruins with panoramic views, plus
Church of Saint Michael, Saint Nicholas,
Saint John the Baptist, and Sveti Spas
— all showcasing stunning medieval
frescoes and architecture 

Bargala & Neighboring Villages

Visit the ancient Byzantine‐era town of
Bargala (4th–6th c.) and its adjacent
9th–10th century Church of Saint
George, offering an immersive dive into
early medieval Macedonia 

Ottoman Heritage

Wander through the stone Bezisten
(covered bazaar, now an art gallery), the
17th‑century Emir Küçük bridge, and
the Husa Medin Pasha Mosque — all key
pieces of Štip’s Ottoman legacy.
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Isar Fortress



City Museum

Bargala

Historic & Architectural Sights



Say it in Macedonian
When visiting a city in North Macedonia, knowing a few basic

Macedonian words and phrases can make everyday interactions
much easier and more enjoyable. Simple greetings, polite

expressions, and common questions are especially useful when
exploring the city, using public transport, shopping, or dining out.

The following table includes essential Macedonian vocabulary
along with English translations to help any visitor communicate

more effectively and connect with the local culture.

Your Friendly City Phrasebook



Macedonian English Translation

Здраво/Zdravo Hello

Добар ден/Dobar Den Good day / Good afternoon

Добро утро/Dobro Utro Good morning

Добра вечер/Dobra Vecer Good evening

Благодарам/Blagodaram Thank you

Те молам Please

Извинете/Izvinete Excuse me / Sorry

Каде е... ?/Kade e..? Where is...?

Колку чини?/Kolku Cini? How much does it cost?

Автобуска станица/Avtobuska Stanica Bus station

Центар/Centar Center (city center)

Продавница/Prodavnica Shop / Store

Аптека/Apteka Pharmacy

Болница/Bolnica Hospital

Ресторан/Restoran Restaurant

Мени/Meni Menu

Ви благодарам/Vi Blagodaram Thank you (formal)



Isar Hill isn’t just a historic
fortress—it’s the living heart of
a powerful spring pilgrimage. 
Each year on March 22, Štip
transforms as hundreds climb,
greet, gather, pray, and
connect over forty stones and
forty pebbles. Rooted in early
Christian martyrdom and
preserved through family and
community, this ritual brings
together all residents,
regardless of background,
under a shared heritage of
hope and continuity. In 2013,
Štip’s "Chetrse" was listed on
the UNESCO Intangible Cultural
Heritage list because of its
powerful intergenerational,
community, and inclusive
values. It’s celebrated as the
first intangible Macedonian
tradition inscribed by UNESCO
for urgent safeguarding.Kn
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Every year on March 22, Štipers celebrate a centuries-old tradition
dedicated to the Holy Forty Martyrs of Sebaste:
The Pilgrimage Ritual

1.Gather in the city and climb up Isar Hill, pausing at the small
Church of St. Archangel Michael along the way 

2.Greet 40 people: As you ascend, warmly greet forty
acquaintances—often 39 say "hello" and the 40th person is
kissed, traditionally someone special.

3.Collect 40 stones (and flowers/twigs): While climbing, gather
40 pebbles and/or almond blossoms.

4.Sacred throw & dream ritual: From the top, throw 39 pebbles
into the Bregalnica to leave behind past worries, and keep the
40th under your pillow to dream of your future life partner.

5.Community celebration: Music, solidarity, intergenerational
engagement, and participation across different ethnic and
religious groups—make this a living, social and cultural
heritage,

And so, Isar Hill is more than just stone and soil—it’s the soul of
Štip. Each step up its winding path carries centuries of faith, love,
and quiet hope. Whether you come seeking tradition, connection,
or simply the view, know this: the hill remembers every footstep,
every whispered wish, every stone thrown into the river below.
And if you climb with your heart open, Isar will give you something
back—not just a memory, but a feeling that stays with you long
after you’ve come down.



We wish you a pleasant stay




